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COVID-19 IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN:   
IMPACT ON HEALTH SERVICES FOR WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND ADOLESCENTS

SUMMARY

The Collaborating Group for Health Equity in Latin America (CHELA) of Tulane Uni-
versity and the Center for Public Health Program of the University of Santiago 
de Chile (USACH), with the support of Every Woman Every Child (EWEC) and the 
Bernard van Leer Foundation (BvLF), are conducting an information gathering 
process on the COVID-19 pandemic in Latin America and the Caribbean and the 
impact on health services for women, children and adolescents (ISLAC).

OBJECTIVE
The objective of this project is to carry out real-time operational quantitative and 
qualitative research on the COVID-19 pandemic in 25 Latin American and the Cari-
bbean countries (Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Ja-
maica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Perú, Suriname, Trinidad and Toba-
go, Uruguay, and Venezuela) specifically, issues of women’s, child, and adolescent 
health to inform public policies and the allocation of resources. 

RESULTS
• The results will be included in a document with practical, evidence-based, 

recommendations on how to return to quality health services at the local, 
regional, and national levels. 

• Follow-up on the evolving response to the COVID-19 pandemic throughout 
2021, with respect to health services for women, children and adolescents in 
25 Latin American and Caribbean countries.

JULY, 2020

COVID-19 in Latin America  
and the Caribbean:
Impact on the health  
services for women,  
children, and adolescents



2

JUSTIFICATION
• Deprioritization of the delivery of maternal, child and adolescent health servi-

ces as these population groups are at lower risk to COVID-19.
• Poor service provision could result in a backsliding of health indicators rela-

ted to child development policies and financing in the medium to long term.
• Unlike devastating but confined disasters, the trajectory of the pandemic re-

mains unknown as well as when services will return, including when those 
providing services are quarantined.

• There are less opportunities to report abuse and many barriers to denounce 
these on virtual platforms.

• Estimates from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health indica-
te that if there are disruptions to routine health services and a decrease in ac-
cess to nutrition (as a result of inevitable disruptions, a collapse of the health 
system or deliberate decisions made with regard to the pandemic response), 
the increase in child and maternal mortality could be devastating1.

ACTIVITIES
1. Review of scientific literature and media sources of what has worked and has 

not worked in disaster situations, both in scientific publications and in the press. 
2. Collect national women’s, child, and adolescent health data from the 25 se-

lected countries. 
3. Administer online questionnaires to public and non-governmental officials in 

the health and social sectors to identify challenges in the provision of health 
and social services to women, children, and adolescents. 

4. Conduct and analyze semi-structured interviews via audio or video to a maxi-
mum of 100 public and non-governmental officials in the health and social 
sectors from the list of selected. 

5. Write final report with recommendations. 
6. Presentation of report. 

1 Timothy Roberton, Emily D Carter, Victoria B Chou, Angela R Stegmuller, Bianca D Jackson, Yvonne Tam, Talata 
Sawadogo-Lewis, Neff Walker. Early estimates of the indirect effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on maternal 
and child mortality in low-income and middle-income countries: a modelling study. Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA. Lancet Glob Health 2020 Published On-
line May 12, 2020 https://doi.org/10.1016/ S2214-109X(20)30229-1. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/
article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30229-1/fulltext
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UNIVERSITIES AND PARTNERS
Every Woman Every Child (EWEC) is a movement that catalyzes and supports 
countries in their efforts to achieve the objectives and goals established by the Glo-
bal Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health and aligns with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), focusing on reducing health inequalities. 

The Bernard van Leer Foundation (BvLF) is a private entity committed to ensu-
ring a healthy or successful may sound better start in life for children and seeks 
to develop and share knowledge about what works in the field of early childhood 
development. BvLF provides financial assistance and expertise to governments, 
civil society, and the business world, to test effective services for young children 
and their families and subsequently scale up. 

The Collaborative Group for Health Equity in Latin America (CHELA) of Tulane 
University, launched in 2015, leads innovative research initiatives whose objectives 
are to analyze health equity in Latin America and the Caribbean, make the inequi-
ties in health of the region visible, and inform public policies to address the needs 
of populations living in poverty. 

The recently created Public Health Center Program of the University of Santia-
go de Chile has the mission to contribute to improving collective health at the 
national, regional and global levels, from pre- and post-graduate training, linking 
media, research and innovation, as well as forming the next generation of leaders 
in Public Health. 

RESEARCHERS
CLAUDIO CASTILLO
Public Administrator and Master’s in Public Policy. Researcher at the Public Health 
Center Program of the University of Santiago de Chile.

ARACHU CASTRO
PhD in Social Anthropology, PhD in Social Sciences and Health and MPH. She is the 
Director of the Collaborative Group for Health Equity in Latin America (CHELA).

MATILDE MADDALENO
Pediatrician specializing in adolescent health. MPH with honors in Epidemiology. 
She is the Director of the Public Health Center Program of the University of San-
tiago de Chile.

CARINA VANCE
BA in History and Political Science and MA in Public Health. She is currently pur-
suing her PhD in Public Health at Tulane University.

PABLO VILLALOBOS
Commercial Engineer with a minor in Economics, Master in Economics (Public Po-
licy concentration), Master of Arts in Economics and a Doctorate of Public Health.
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INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE STUDY
As part of this study, we invited personnel from the public sector and non-gover-
nmental organizations working in the health and social sectors to participate by 
answering an online questionnaire (available in English, French, Portuguese and 
Spanish at www.islaccovid.org), to determine the problems they are facing in the 
provision of health services for women, children and adolescents. 

MORE INFORMATION

Website:
www.islaccovid.org

Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/ISLAC-Covid-19-113300307112540

Twitter 
https://twitter.com/ISLAC19 

E-mail
contact@islaccovid.org.
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